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Courage for God’s Men
In The Arctic

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You.
Psalm 63:3

T

HERE I SAT. Head in hands. In the walk-

in closet in an attempt to escape the chaos. My
wife and I celebrated our twelfth anniversary
in January and what an adventure to celebrate! I remember early in life and marriage the burden-free
life I planned for the years ahead: 1. Finish our training 2. Join a ministry, 3. Serve as missionaries for the
rest of our lives. About now I imagine a grin on your
face and internal snickers at my illusion of a preplanned, blissful life.
As years passed and circumstances forced our
plans to change, disappointment took root in my
heart. I struggled with God because He failed to
show me His plan or tell me why He changed mine.
He uses this process of struggle to force our hearts
to come to know His love, so we trust Him with our
lives. I want to believe and serve God with my whole
heart, but realize to do so, I must Iirst identify the
lies that keep me from that trust.
From my youth on into adulthood, I believed the
lie that I must DO my all for God. That heart-set
brought me to so many fruitless dead ends. This
myth never delivers eternal reward because it focuses on doing something to earn God’s favor instead of on the freedom of a deep love and trust relationship with Him. The truth remains that I already possess His complete acceptance by grace.
The “doing for God” actually focuses on my own
kingdom. God began showing me the error of my
ways. Exposing the true nature of my deeds and ambitions - my selIishness. The truth took time to accept.
Time plays a crucial role in growth. The light of
truth revealed the lie that defeated me time and
time again, but God’s grace and love catch me when
the “I” crumbles. He lovingly shows me His desire to
restore our relationship when I stray from him, not
to condemn me. He gently calls me back into relationship with Him again and again. This difIicult
process reveals my life-long ambitions, motives, and

expectations that don’t align with the heart of my
God. One moment I Iind myself discouraged at the
realization and confession of a multi-layered, incorrect ambition and the next picking my head up to
see my loving Lord welcome me back into relationship with Him.
I wonder how long it takes to Iinally “arrive” and
learn all these lessons once and for all. Then I realize
that “arrival” never happens on this decaying earth
and if it did, it only gloriIies me. Christ only desires
our absolute love and trust through all our disappointments. A life lived in brokenness and humility
before my God allows me to be more easily used by
Him. “Without faith, it is impossible to please
God” (Heb 11:6). His Spirit comforts me to realize
my trust in His love bears fruit and eternal reward.
I realize more each day how wisely God orchestrates my life. He aligns people and situations that
continuously draw me to Himself. On days when I
neglect to meet Him in His Word, the feeling of condemnation overwhelms me. God blessed my wife
and me with several children. In fact, our Iifth child
arrives this February! Four children and a wife remind me of my daily lack of Christlike behavior. This
need sent me silently storming off to the closet to
escape the chaos.
The closet only revealed the chaos in my heart
because I felt condemned for my failure to respond
well. My Lord came to sit beside me in that closet
and reminded me of His ever-loving presence and
power. He led me out by His
gentle, faithful hand that prepares the ground of my heart
for seeds He wants to grow.
Blessings,
Jeffrey Spang
ABM Staff
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